
Newsletter 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Director’s Update .......................................................................................................................................................... 2 

Deputy Director’s Update ............................................................................................................................................. 2 

Bill Ford Friday (BFF) Forum .......................................................................................................................................... 3 

Congratulations ............................................................................................................................................................. 3 

Invited Seminars ........................................................................................................................................................... 4 

Upcoming Events of Interest......................................................................................................................................... 4 

MIG Seminar Series .............................................................................................................................................. 4 

Advanced Therapies Educational Seminars ....................................................................................................... 10 

MCRC, DCS Postgraduate Researchers & Christies Fellows Virtual Coffee Catch-up .......................................... 5 

University of Manchester Charles River Virtual Seminar 2021 Wednesday 10 March ....................................... 6 

Transcriptional Regulation in Cancer (TRIC) Symposium ..................................................................................... 7 

Manchester Breast Centre (MBC) External Seminar: Dr Jean J. Zhao ................................................................. 7 

Cardio-vascular seminar series ............................................................................................................................ 8 

Public Outreach and Patient Engagement .................................................................................................................... 8 

Watch: Our research on boosting your immune system on BBC One ................................................................. 9 

Take over Tuesday Twitter ................................................................................................................................. 10 

BBC Ideas............................................................................................................................................................ 10 

LIVE with Scientists ............................................................................................................................................ 10 

Coronavirus in the press .................................................................................................................................... 11 

Grants .......................................................................................................................................................................... 11 

Publications ................................................................................................................................................................. 12 

Pure ............................................................................................................................................................................. 14 

Branch News ............................................................................................................................................................... 15 

Cancer-Immunology ........................................................................................................................................... 15 

Cancer Immunology news:................................................................................................................................. 15 

Immuno-matrix .................................................................................................................................................. 16 

UK Proteoglycan 2021 meeting ......................................................................................................................... 16 

 

Issue 7 

February 2021 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

www.manchester.ac.uk/lydia-becker-institute       @LydiaBeckerIII 

 

Newsletter 

Page 2 

 

 

Director’s Update 

I’ve noticed a palpable uplift in mood across the Institute that may be linked to the 

vaccine rollout, lighter mornings and evenings and an increase in temperature. It is hard 

to believe that we have been in limbo for a year now, but the labs are becoming busier 

(within restriction guidelines) and new opportunities are arising. I wanted to say a 

massive thankyou to the fellows, postdocs, PhD students and technicians who have pulled 

out all the stops to make this situation work; it has brought a new level of collegiality. A 

supreme effort has also gone into teaching our large student body with the rapid 

implementation of new online resources.    

The Becker Institute has several large initiatives in the pipeline. Firstly, we are involved in developing the bid for BRC 

2022, where immunology is a cross-cutting theme spanning all areas of clinical excellence. To meet the wide demand 

for immunological analysis, we need to develop a service branch with dedicated personnel who can take samples 

from acquisition through to analysis and outcome. I am working with John Grainger, Joanne Konkel and Mark Travis 

to push this forward. Ultimately, we hope to have a fully managed service that will be used by people within and 

outside the University.  

The Becker Institute has also been selected to apply for a Partnership Award from the MRC. Success would provide 

much needed infrastructure for the Institute. Finally, there is an experimental medicine call on the horizon. The fact 

that we joined together 4 hospitals and over 80 people rapidly for the COVID-19 crisis should be a strong indicator 

that we can deliver a meaningful outcome by linking clinical and academic medicine.  I am happy to take on new 

ideas or facilitate other initiatives.  

                

       

 Tracy Hussell.  

 

Deputy Director’s Update 

 As I write this update, the sun is shining and spring is looking like it’s finally here; hopefully 

with the roll out of the vaccine we’ll be looking forward to a much less socially distant summer 

ahead. Despite the ongoing challenges in the lab environment it has been amazing to see the 

excellent research coming out from Becker groups and how everyone is continuing to adapt to 

the restrictions imposed due to the Coronavirus pandemic. 

A major focus of interdisciplinary research within the Becker is still Coronavirus immunology 

Teams from across the Becker are helping to push forward these studies (while also continuing their pre-COVID work)  

and I just want to extend my continued thanks to all of them. Several publications are currently under review and a 

number of new projects and grant applications are being developed. One particularly exciting new project is with Prof. 

http://www.manchester.ac.uk/lydia-becker-institute
(https:/www.bmh.manchester.ac.uk/research/domains/infection-immunity-inflammation-repair/immunology/covid-19/).
(https:/www.bmh.manchester.ac.uk/research/domains/infection-immunity-inflammation-repair/immunology/covid-19/).


 

 
 
 
 
 
 

www.manchester.ac.uk/lydia-becker-institute       @LydiaBeckerIII 

 

Newsletter 

Page 3 

 

Arpana Verma (Division of Population Health, Health Services Research and Primary Care) where we will be studying 

the immunology of Coronavirus out in the community through a virtual COVID ward. Over the next few months we 

should be able to update you further on successes in this area. For anyone who’s interested in hearing about work 

from the Becker, one of the members of the COVID team, Verena Kästele, will be presenting our work on neutrophils 

at the national Collaborative COVID Immunology conference at the end of April. 

Away from COVID, as I mentioned in last month’s newsletter we’re beginning our recruitment of medical students to 

the new Kennedy Trust IMPACT Inflammation MB-PhD programme, which I am co-directing with Prof. Anne Barton 

(Centre for Musculoskeletal Research). Over Christmas we had a lot of proposed projects submitted to the scheme, 

with Becker members heavily involved, so we have been able to come up with an extremely diverse offering of 

inflammation projects for this year’s students. If there are any intercalating medics reading this newsletter that are 

interested in learning more about the programme then we will be having an information evening about the 

opportunities provided by MB-PhDs. 

Hope that everyone has a good March and fingers crossed that we’ll be seeing one another back on campus a lot more 

frequently in the not too distant future. 

Dr John Grainger 

Bill Ford Friday (BFF) Forum  

In honour of Professor Ford the Bill Ford Chair of Cellular Immunology was created at the 

University, which was recently held by Professor Werner Muller prior to his retirement and 

is currently held by Professor Richard Grencis. Bill Ford started the first immunology 

seminar series in Manchester, and these were held on Fridays – so it is only fitting that the 

new forum for scientific discussions on anything immunological is named after him – the 

Bill Ford Friday (BFF) forum. 

The BFF forums have been continuing via Zoom (4 pm) and now include a virtual ‘Pub BFF’ 

(6 pm) on the last Friday of each month. There have even been some discussions not 

revolving around COVID-19!  If you would like to join in please contact Fiona or Lisa who 

can send you the meeting link. 

Congratulations 
Congratulations to Dr Matt Hepworth who was successful in obtaining an extension to his Sir Henry Dale Fellowship 

on, 'Keeping to the Rhythm: Circadian and Metabolic Entrainment of IgA Responses in Health and Disease'. 

Congratulations to Dominik Ruckerl who won the Manchester NanoString Immunology Gene Expression Panel Grant 

run in November / December 2020. 

 

 

http://www.manchester.ac.uk/lydia-becker-institute
https://www.uk-cic.org/news/uk-coronavirus-immunology-consortium-virtual-conference
https://www.bmh.manchester.ac.uk/study/research/kennedy-trust-phd/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/143071200813/
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The Allen lab is excited to announce that Pedro Papotto has been awarded a Marie Curie fellowship which he will 
start in 2022 at the conclusion of his current EMBO fellowship.   The project title is “Inter-tissue communication 
during nematode infections: role of dermal γδ17 T cells”    

Invited Seminars 

Prof Sheena Cruickshank gave a talk on the immunology of SARs CoV-2 and the work of the CiC for pathologists 

based in Manchester and Salford.  

Prof Sheena Cruickshank gave a webinar to the AAAS on how to communicate research in a pandemic. 

Prof Sheena Cruickshank is part of a panel for a webinar with Royal Society of Medicine on Wednesday 3rd February- 

COVID-19- the race to vaccinate a country with Dr Danny Mortimer and Victoria Macdonald (C4 news). 

Prof Tracy Hussell provided a presentation and Q&A session on ‘Immune features associated with Covid-19’ for the 

Lorne Infection and Immunity Virtual Conference held over the 17th – 19th February.  

Upcoming Seminars of Interest 

MIG Seminar Series 

A new series of the MIG seminars will be starting up soon with more presentations by our very own Immunologists 

updating us on the research going on in their labs. Details will be circulated weekly. Please contact 

matthew.hepworth@manchester.ac.uk or john.soffe@manchester.ac.uk if you do not receive the circular with the 

Zoom details. 

Advanced therapy education webinars 
We would like to inform you about the advanced therapy education webinars delivered by the Advanced Therapy 

Treatment Centre (ATTC) network and London Advanced Therapies programmes. 

We are excited to be able to launch a new series of webinars, which started on 28th Jan with Prof Eric Alton exploring 

how the therapeutic potential of advanced therapies can be applied to respiratory diseases. Please see below full 

programme of upcoming webinars (Click link to book): 

Webinar title Time/Date Presenter 

The unusual case of a rare disease, spinal 

muscular atrophy  

9th March, 4pm Rafael Yanez 

Professor of Advanced Therapy, Royal Holloway 

ATMPs on the horizon  22nd March, 4pm Joanne McEntee  

Senior Medicines Information Pharmacist – Horizon scanning and publications 

lead, North West Medicines Information Centre 

  

http://www.manchester.ac.uk/lydia-becker-institute
mailto:matthew.hepworth@manchester.ac.uk
mailto:john.soffe@manchester.ac.uk
https://www.theattcnetwork.co.uk/
https://www.theattcnetwork.co.uk/
http://london-advanced-therapies.org/
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/2973929/98BC7B924122D06E14303725F8D14CA3
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/2973929/98BC7B924122D06E14303725F8D14CA3
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/2973936/FC5D09D189C9EF3432208A5A8DB975BE
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To see the full list of upcoming webinars and links to those we have already hosted, please see our website. 

Remember, these sessions are a presentation of approx. 20 mins followed by Q&A with the expert and are FREE to 

attend.  

Kind regards, 

Ian Hollingsworth 

ATTC Knowledge Sharing Programme Manager 

https://www.theattcnetwork.co.uk 

MCRC, DCS Postgraduate Researchers & Christie Fellows Virtual Coffee Catch-Up 

 

When: Recurring monthly on the last Friday of the month, alternating 15:00-16:00 and 09:00-10:00)  

💻  Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/91518486319 | Meeting ID: 915 1848 6319 | Passcode: MCRC2021 (the same Zoom 

details are used for every catch-up) 

We would like to warmly invite all Cancer Sciences postgraduate researchers and Christie NHS Foundation Trust 

Fellows to join our monthly virtual coffee catch-ups on Zoom, moving to in-person when safe to do so. Attendees are 

placed in a series of small, mixed breakout rooms to allow them to chat with one another.   

Any queries can be directed to Georgina Binnie, MCRC Recruitment & Training Officer 

(georgina.binnie@manchester.ac.uk) and/or Beth Kirby, Christie School of Oncology Medical Education Coordinator 

(bethan.kirby@nhs.net). There is no need to register in advance, attendees can use the Zoom details to join at the 

designated time.   

 

http://www.manchester.ac.uk/lydia-becker-institute
https://www.theattcnetwork.co.uk/network/advanced-therapy-education-webinar-series
http://vsea.xuhl-tr.nhs.uk:32224/?dmVyPTEuMDAxJiYyZjAxMjQ0YTQwMmQzOGMyMD01REI5NjY3Q18xNTgzNV8xOTIxNF8xJiZiM2VkODU0ZjI3MjNmNDA9MTIyMyYmdXJsPWh0dHBzJTNBJTJGJTJGc21leDEyLTUtZW4tY3RwJTJFdHJlbmRtaWNybyUyRWNvbSUzQTQ0MyUyRndpcyUyRmNsaWNrdGltZSUyRnYxJTJGcXVlcnklM0Z1cmwlM0RodHRwcyUyNTNhJTI1MmYlMjUyZnd3dyUyRXRoZWF0dGNuZXR3b3JrJTJFY28lMkV1ayUyNmFtcCUzQnVtaWQlM0QyZGFmMmIzYi1mNmUxLTQ3MTAtYTVjZC1lOWM4OTRlZmNiNWElMjZhbXAlM0JhdXRoJTNEYTdjOTJiOGM0MDVkZjVkYjgzZTZhNjE1MTAyMjg5MGE4OTc5MzAwMy0wZDhjOTYzNjk0MTRiY2U0MWQ2NjUwNDkzZjc5OTM2YWMyMmJhZWY2
%0b💻 
%0b💻 
https://zoom.us/j/91518486319
mailto:georgina.binnie@manchester.ac.uk
mailto:georgina.binnie@manchester.ac.uk
mailto:bethan.kirby@nhs.net
mailto:bethan.kirby@nhs.net
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University of Manchester Charles River Virtual Seminar 2021 Wednesday 10 March,  

 

http://www.manchester.ac.uk/lydia-becker-institute
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Transcriptional Regulation in Cancer (TRIC) Symposium 
When: Thursday 25th March 2021, 13:00 – 16:30 

Where: https://zoom.us/j/99846034727 

Meeting ID: 99846034727 

Passcode: genes 

Aim: To foster collaboration between likeminded individuals and research groups working in gene regulation across 

Manchester. 

The Symposium features talks from PhD students from various Manchester-based researchers labs, as well as a 

keynote talk from Dr Sankari Nagarajan.Full details about the programme can be found in the pdf below.         

The event is open to researchers and clinicians of all stages. 

Manchester Breast Centre (MBC) External Seminar: Dr Jean J. Zhao 

“Integrating immunotherapy and targeted therapy in cancer treatment: Mechanistic insights and clinical 

implications” 

When: Tuesday 30th March 2021, 14:00 – 15:00 

Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/97906732693 

Meeting ID: 979 0673 2693 

Passcode: MBC3003 

 

Dr Jean Zhao is Professor of 

Biological Chemistry and 

Molecular Pharmacology at 

Harvard Medical School and 

Dana-Farber Cancer Institute. 

Her laboratory has pioneered a 

new frontier in our 

understanding of cancer signal 

transduction by integrating 

mouse genetics, chemical 

biology and tumour 

immunology to greatly facilitate 

translational cancer research. 

 

 

http://www.manchester.ac.uk/lydia-becker-institute
https://zoom.us/j/99846034727
https://zoom.us/j/97906732693
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Cardio-vascular seminar series 

 
 
11th March 

March 11 Dr L 

Venetucci 
 

Dr Luigi Venetucci 
Division of Cardiovascular Sciences 
Title (TBC) 
 
https://zoom.us/j/95139382400 
Meeting ID: 951 3938 2400 
 
 
 
 

18th March  

March 18 Prof Rui 

Miguel Benedito 
 

Professor Rui Miguel Benedito (Host Dr S. Abraham) 
Spanish National Centre for Cardiovascular Research   
Multispectral functional genetics to unravel cardiovascular biology 
 
https://zoom.us/j/96678891629 
Meeting ID: 966 7889 162 
 
 
 
 

25th March 

March 25 Postdoc 

Seminar  Monaghan Smith Liu
 

POSTDOC SEMINAR 
Richard Monaghan  
‘The physiological and pathological functions of VEGFR3 in cardiac and 
lymphatic development and related diseases’ 
  
Charlotte Smith 
 “Altered subcellular calcium release in the heart failure  atria” 
  
 Yingjuan Liu 
"STX18-AS1, a human long noncoding RNA regulates cardiomyocyte 
development." 
  
https://zoom.us/j/98552403881 
Meeting ID: 985 5240 3881 
 

Public Outreach and Patient Engagement 

Watch: Our research on boosting your immune system on BBC One 
06 Jan 2021 

 
Professor Sheena Cruickshank explains her team’s work on immunity as we fight COVID-19 on BBC One’s The Truth 

about Boosting your Immune System 

http://www.manchester.ac.uk/lydia-becker-institute
https://zoom.us/j/95139382400
https://zoom.us/j/96678891629
https://zoom.us/j/98552403881
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Our Academic Lead for Public Engagement with Research and immunologist, Professor Sheena Cruickshank appeared 

on BBC One’s The Truth about Boosting your Immune System at 9pm on Wednesday, 6 January 2021. 

Presenter Dr Ronx Ikharia, an emergency medicine doctor, teams up with Professor Cruickshank to run a unique 

experiment. 

They recruited a group of volunteers who are typical of many of us today; busy lifestyles that don’t leave them as 

healthy as they could or should be, meaning their immune system is not at its best. Dr Ikharia and Professor Sheena 

Cruickshank gave them an ‘immune makeover’ changing their diet, exercise and sleep habits for six weeks to test the 

impact on their immune health and discover how we might all benefit. 

They discovered just how easily our immune system can be damaged and the surprising ways it can be strengthened, 

from a relaxing massage to modifying your food. 

“It’s all about how our modern day lifestyles are damaging our immune system making it misfire and not work 

optimally,” Sheena explains. 

“Simple changes such as a healthy varied diet, moderate exercise and a healthy sleep routine can improve our 

immune health and it’s something we can all do.” 

“Our University supported the experimental design and a short segment was filmed on campus in the observatory at 

our Alliance Manchester Business School. As well as introducing the amazing immune system, the programme 

showcased some wonderful images from our research labs, and immune cell images primarily from research here in 

the Becker including The Cruickshank, Else, Grencis and Davis labs.” 

 To watch on catch up via BBC I-Player BBC One’s The Truth about Boosting your Immune System 

http://www.manchester.ac.uk/lydia-becker-institute
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000r0hx
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Take over Tuesday 

 

We are looking for DCS staff, researchers & PhD students who would like to give an insight in to their working life by 

taking over our Twitter account for the day - #TakeOverTuesday! 

So far, we have had a few researchers who have taken over the account and described their research through 

photos, polls, infographics plus other creative ways, & also discussed the challenges of conducting their work during 

the pandemic.  

If you are interested in giving a snapshot of your working day to a lay & wider audience, please email us at 

twitterDCS@manchester.ac.uk and find examples of previous #TOT posts @UoM_DCS!  

This is open to all DCS staff/students not just members who are working in labs – if you’re WFH we would love to 

hear from you!  

You also don’t have to be a Twitter user, we will offer help and guidance throughout your takeover, so come and 

give it a go!  

Best wishes,  

DCS Twitter team   

BBC Ideas 

Professor Sheena Cruickshank is featured in a new BBC Ideas film about ways to boost your immune system, from 

superfoods to supplements. 

LIVE with Scientists 

In April 2021, LIVE with Scientists will be marking our first anniversary with a celebration of what we stand for 

that “Science is for everyone”. As a group we aim to engage those who don’t always have resources or 

circumstances to attend events in person and we host live talks and Q&A sessions with local scientists.  

We will be hosting a series of online events during the month focussing on the fantastic impact that the public 

have on research. From a panel discussion from researchers whose research has especially benefited from public 

input to highlighting fantastic citizen science projects that everyone can participate in!  

Now, this is where you come in! We will be challenging researchers to get creative by describing your research:  

 Using Emojis via Twitter using the hashtag #LwSEmoji, between the 5th-9th April or;  

http://www.manchester.ac.uk/lydia-becker-institute
mailto:twitterDCS@manchester.ac.uk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/videos/is-it-possible-to-hack-your-own-immune-system/p094fx5x
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By sending in a 3 minute Lightning Talk to live.with.sci.manchester@gmail.com by Monday 29th March  

 

The aim is to be quick, snappy and to the point, plus there will be a prize for the best!  

 

Keeping that creativity flowing, why not show off your exciting experiments by taking a time-lapse video of your 

favourite assay, giving a snappy insight into your working day!  

 

Submissions will be posted and promoted to our audiences on our social media accounts across April, but in the 

meantime check out our website for more information on how to take 

part: https://www.livewithscientists.com/2021/02/21/live-with-scientists-anniversary-month-get-involved/  

 

Coronavirus in the press 
An update to date list on all the press coverage of COVID_19 related research going on in the institute can be found 

on our website. 

Grants 
Since inception PIs in the Lydia Becker Institute have been awarded over £73M in grants. 

 

http://www.manchester.ac.uk/lydia-becker-institute
mailto:live.with.sci.manchester@gmail.com
https://www.livewithscientists.com/2021/02/21/live-with-scientists-anniversary-month-get-involved/
https://www.bmh.manchester.ac.uk/research/domains/infection-immunity-inflammation-repair/immunology/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 

www.manchester.ac.uk/lydia-becker-institute       @LydiaBeckerIII 

 

Newsletter 

Page 12 

 

 

Publications 
Since the institute started, 187 papers have already listed the institute as an affiliation.  
 
Below are the papers published since our last newsletter.  

Dec-20 

Sharma, V., Jobrack, J., Cerenzia, W., Tilles, S., Ryan, R., Sih-Meynier, R., Zeitler, S., & Manning, M. (2020). A study to 

assess current approaches of allergists in European countries diagnosing and managing children and adolescents 

with peanut allergy. PloS one, 15(12), e0241648. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0241648 

Handel, T. M., & Dyer, D. P. (2020). Perspectives on the Biological Role of Chemokine:Glycosaminoglycan 

Interactions. The journal of histochemistry and cytochemistry : official journal of the Histochemistry Society, 

22155420977971. Advance online publication. https://doi.org/10.1369/0022155420977971 

Hotter, B., Hoffmann, S., Ulm, L., Meisel, C., Bustamante, A., Montaner, J., Katan, M., Smith, C. J., & Meisel, A. (2021). 

External Validation of Five Scores to Predict Stroke-Associated Pneumonia and the Role of Selected Blood 

Biomarkers. Stroke, 52(1), 325–330. https://doi.org/10.1161/STROKEAHA.120.031884 

Dushianthan, A., Clark, H., Madsen, J., Mogg, R., Matthews, L., Berry, L., de la Serna, J. B., Batchelor, J., Brealey, D., 

Hussell, T., Porter, J., Djukanovic, R., Feelisch, M., Postle, A., & Grocott, M. (2020). Nebulised surfactant for the 

treatment of severe COVID-19 in adults (COV-Surf): A structured summary of a study protocol for a randomized 

controlled trial. Trials, 21(1), 1014. https://doi.org/10.1186/s13063-020-04944-5 

Stravalaci, M., Davi, F., Parente, R., Gobbi, M., Bottazzi, B., Mantovani, A., Day, A. J., Clark, S. J., Romano, M. R., & 

Inforzato, A. (2020). Control of Complement Activation by the Long Pentraxin PTX3: Implications in Age-Related 

Macular Degeneration. Frontiers in pharmacology, 11, 591908. https://doi.org/10.3389/fphar.2020.591908 

Pilkington, S. M., Bulfone-Paus, S., Griffiths, C., & Watson, R. (2020). Inflammaging and the Skin. The Journal of 

investigative dermatology, S0022-202X(20)32294-6. Advance online publication. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jid.2020.11.006 

Jan-21 

Patil, R., Ray, D., Aswal, V. K., Bussy, C., Bahadur, P., & Tiwari, S. (2021). Adsorption of P103 Nanoaggregates on 

Graphene Oxide Nanosheets: Role of Electrostatic Forces in Improving Nanosheet Dispersion. Langmuir : the ACS 

journal of surfaces and colloids, 37(2), 867–873. https://doi.org/10.1021/acs.langmuir.0c03206 

Menon, M., Hussell, T., & Ali Shuwa, H. (2021). Regulatory B cells in respiratory health and diseases. Immunological 

reviews, 10.1111/imr.12941. Advance online publication. https://doi.org/10.1111/imr.12941 

Altorki, T., Muller, W., Brass, A., & Cruickshank, S. (2021). The role of β2 integrin in dendritic cell migration during 

infection. BMC immunology, 22(1), 2. https://doi.org/10.1186/s12865-020-00394-5 

http://www.manchester.ac.uk/lydia-becker-institute
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Campbell, P. M., Humphreys, G. J., Summers, A. M., Konkel, J. E., Knight, C. G., Augustine, T., & McBain, A. J. (2020). 

Does the Microbiome Affect the Outcome of Renal Transplantation?. Frontiers in cellular and infection 

microbiology, 10, 558644. https://doi.org/10.3389/fcimb.2020.558644 

Morgan, L. E., Jaramillo, A. M., Shenoy, S. K., Raclawska, D., Emezienna, N. A., Richardson, V. L., Hara, N., Harder, A. 

Q., NeeDell, J. C., Hennessy, C. E., El-Batal, H. M., Magin, C. M., Grove Villalon, D. E., Duncan, G., Hanes, J. S., Suk, J. 

S., Thornton, D. J., Holguin, F., Janssen, W. J., Thelin, W. R., … Evans, C. M. (2021). Disulfide disruption reverses 

mucus dysfunction in allergic airway disease. Nature communications, 12(1), 249. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-

020-20499-0 

Bigas, A., Zanoni, I., Hepworth, M. R., Eisenbarth, S. C., Masters, S. L., Kipnis, J., Vinuesa, C. G., Good-Jacobson, K. L., 

Tangye, S. G., Yamazaki, S., Hivroz, C., Tait Wojno, E., Shulman, Z., & Colonna, M. (2021). JEM career launchpad. The 

Journal of experimental medicine, 218(2), e20202509. https://doi.org/10.1084/jem.20202509 

Mikkelsen, K., Sirisarn, W., Alharbi, O., Alharbi, M., Liu, H., Nøhr-Meldgaard, K., Mayer, K., Vestergaard, M., 

Gallagher, L. M., Derrick, J. P., McBain, A. J., Biboy, J., Vollmer, W., O'Gara, J. P., Grunert, T., Ingmer, H., & Xia, G. 

(2021). The Novel Membrane-Associated Auxiliary Factors AuxA and AuxB Modulate β-lactam Resistance in MRSA by 

stabilizing Lipoteichoic Acids. International journal of antimicrobial agents, 106283. Advance online publication. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijantimicag.2021.106283 

Tse, H. N., Borrow, R., & Arkwright, P. D. (2021). Immune Response and Safety of Viral Vaccines in Children with 

Autoimmune Diseases on Immune Modulatory Drug Therapy. Expert review of vaccines, 1–13. Advance online 

publication. https://doi.org/10.1080/14760584.2021.1875825 

Briggs, D. C., Langford-Smith, A., Birchenough, H. L., Jowitt, T. A., Kielty, C. M., Enghild, J. J., Baldock, C., Milner, C. M., 

& Day, A. J. (2020). Inter-α-inhibitor heavy chain-1 has an integrin-like 3D structure mediating immune regulatory 

activities and matrix stabilization during ovulation. The Journal of biological chemistry, 295(16), 5278–5291. 

https://doi.org/10.1074/jbc.RA119.011916 

Rutherford, H. A., Kasher, P. R., & Hamilton, N. (2021). Dirty Fish Versus Squeaky Clean Mice: Dissecting Interspecies 

Differences Between Animal Models of Interferonopathy. Frontiers in immunology, 11, 623650. 

https://doi.org/10.3389/fimmu.2020.623650 

Feb-21 

Arkwright, P. D., & Walter, J. E. (2021). Introducing a New Epoch in Inborn Errors of Immunity. The journal of allergy 

and clinical immunology. In practice, 9(2), 660–662. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jaip.2020.11.022 

Chew, C., Reynolds, J. A., Lertratanakul, A., Wu, P., Urowitz, M., Gladman, D. D., Fortin, P. R., Bae, S. C., Gordon, C., 

Clarke, A. E., Bernatsky, S., Hanly, J. G., Isenberg, D., Rahman, A., Sanchez-Guerrero, J., Romero-Diaz, J., Merrill, J., 

Wallace, D., Ginzler, E., Khamashta, M., … Bruce, I. N. (2021). Lower vitamin D is associated with metabolic syndrome 

and insulin resistance in systemic lupus: data from an international inception cohort. Rheumatology (Oxford, 

England), keab090. Advance online publication. https://doi.org/10.1093/rheumatology/keab090 

Parkinson, J. E., Pearson, S., Rückerl, D., Allen, J. E., & Sutherland, T. E. (2021). The magnitude of airway remodelling 

is not altered by distinct allergic inflammatory responses in BALB/c vs C57BL/6 mice but matrix composition 
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differs. Immunology and cell biology, 10.1111/imcb.12448. Advance online publication. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/imcb.12448 

Norman, G., Shi, C., Westby, M. J., Price, B. L., McBain, A. J., Dumville, J. C., & Cullum, N. (2021). Bacteria and 

bioburden and healing in complex wounds: A prognostic systematic review. Wound repair and regeneration : official 

publication of the Wound Healing Society [and] the European Tissue Repair Society, 10.1111/wrr.12898. Advance 

online publication. https://doi.org/10.1111/wrr.12898 

West, P. W., Bahri, R., Garcia-Rodriguez, K. M., Sweetland, G., Wileman, G., Shah, R., Montero, A., Rapley, L., & 

Bulfone-Paus, S. (2021). Interleukin-33 Amplifies Human Mast Cell Activities Induced by Complement 

Anaphylatoxins. Frontiers in immunology, 11, 615236. https://doi.org/10.3389/fimmu.2020.615236 

Rivers-Auty, J., Tapia, V. S., White, C. S., Daniels, M. J., Drinkall, S., Kennedy, P. T., Spence, H. G., Yu, S., Green, J. P., 

Hoyle, C., Cook, J., Bradley, A., Mather, A. E., Peters, R., Tzeng, T. C., Gordon, M. J., Beattie, J. H., Brough, D., & 

Lawrence, C. B. (2021). Zinc status alters Alzheimer's disease progression through NLRP3-dependent 

inflammation. The Journal of neuroscience : the official journal of the Society for Neuroscience, JN-RM-1980-20. 

Advance online publication. https://doi.org/10.1523/JNEUROSCI.1980-20.2020 

Shi, C., Ray-Jones, H., Ding, J., Duffus, K., Fu, Y., Gaddi, V. P., Gough, O., Hankinson, J., Martin, P., McGovern, A., 

Yarwood, A., Gaffney, P., Eyre, S., Rattray, M., Warren, R. B., & Orozco, G. (2021). Chromatin looping links target 

genes with genetic risk loci for dermatological traits. The Journal of investigative dermatology, S0022-

202X(21)00141-X. Advance online publication. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jid.2021.01.015 

Minns, D., Smith, K. J., Alessandrini, V., Hardisty, G., Melrose, L., Jackson-Jones, L., MacDonald, A. S., Davidson, D. J., 

& Gwyer Findlay, E. (2021). The neutrophil antimicrobial peptide cathelicidin promotes Th17 differentiation. Nature 

communications, 12(1), 1285. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-021-21533-5 

Mar-21 

Krishnan, S., Wemyss, K., Prise, I. E., McClure, F. A., O'Boyle, C., Bridgeman, H. M., Shaw, T. N., Grainger, J. R., & 

Konkel, J. E. (2021). Hematopoietic stem and progenitor cells are present in healthy gingiva tissue. The Journal of 

experimental medicine, 218(4), e20200737. https://doi.org/10.1084/jem.20200737 

 

Pure 
Pure automatically pulls through any papers to your research explorer page. However your papers will not pull 

through to the Lydia Becker Institute Research Explorer page unless the Institute is listed as your main affiliation. If it 

is not your main affiliation in Pure, you will need to manually edit the metadata for each paper and add the Lydia 

Becker Institute as an organisational unit. It is important to have all relevant papers pull through to the Institute 

research explorer so that we can generate metrics on publications for the Institute. Instructions on how to do this 

are below. 

Affiliating your Pure records to your Institute  

If you work as part of one of the University Institutes, you may wish to affiliate relevant records in Pure to that 

Institute. Records you could affiliate could include publications, activities or datasets for example.  

http://www.manchester.ac.uk/lydia-becker-institute
https://doi.org/10.1111/imcb.12448
https://doi.org/10.1111/wrr.12898
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By affiliating records to your Institute, you 

help to populate your Institute’s page on the 

Research Explorer portal, which gives an 

overview of all activities in the Institute.  

The steps below illustrate how to affiliate a 

publication record to your Institute, but the 

same steps apply to any type of record in 

Pure.  

To affiliate a record -  

 Open any record in Pure you are named on 

to edit it.  

 Where you are named on the record, click 

‘edit’. 

 Under the section entitled ‘Affiliation on the 

research output’ click the box labelled ‘Lydia 

Becker Institute of Immunology and 

Inflammation’ 

 Click the ‘update’ button.  

 When the editor window closes, click the 

‘save’ button.  

 

If you do not see the option for your Institute 

please contact your Institute Manager.   

Branch News 

Cancer-Immunology 

Cancer Immunology news: 

 Tony Walsh created a poem to mark World Cancer Day, co-created with researchers, patients, GPs and 
Professional Services staff. https://www.manchester.ac.uk/discover/news/cancer-community-joins-forces-
with-renowned-manchester-poet-to-mark-world-cancer-day/  

 It is also of relevance to point your attention to this news from the CRUK MI, as Richard Marais is stepping 
down as Director, with Caroline Dive taking up interim Director duties: 
https://www.cruk.manchester.ac.uk/News?newsId=228  

 We’ve also had some other major news that has had widestream press, including 
https://www.manchester.ac.uk/discover/news/shorter-radiotherapy-course-reduces-risk-of-bladder-cancer-
returning/  
https://www.manchester.ac.uk/discover/news/simple-urine-test-can-detect-womb-cancer/ 

 

http://www.manchester.ac.uk/lydia-becker-institute
https://www.research.manchester.ac.uk/portal/
https://www.manchester.ac.uk/discover/news/cancer-community-joins-forces-with-renowned-manchester-poet-to-mark-world-cancer-day/
https://www.manchester.ac.uk/discover/news/cancer-community-joins-forces-with-renowned-manchester-poet-to-mark-world-cancer-day/
https://www.cruk.manchester.ac.uk/News?newsId=228
https://www.manchester.ac.uk/discover/news/shorter-radiotherapy-course-reduces-risk-of-bladder-cancer-returning/
https://www.manchester.ac.uk/discover/news/shorter-radiotherapy-course-reduces-risk-of-bladder-cancer-returning/
https://www.manchester.ac.uk/discover/news/simple-urine-test-can-detect-womb-cancer/
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Immuno-matrix 

UK Proteoglycan 2021 meeting 

Dr Douglas Dyer organised the UK Proteoglycan 2021 meeting held online on the 11th January and hosted by 

Manchester. This is an annual meeting to bring together proteoglycan researchers from around the UK, whilst this 

years online format enabled people to attend from around the world. Manchester was well represented with talks 

from the following people: 

 Dr Anna Gray from the Dyer lab gave a talk entitled "Use of intravital imaging to examine the 
endothelial glycocalyx. “ 

 Dr Holly Birchenough, University of Manchester, Bio-layer interferometry (BLI) glycosaminoglycan 
array for the analysis of protein interactions. 

 Dr Allison Bancroft, University of Manchester, Whipworm protein, p43 interacts with host 
extracellular matrix proteins and modulates interleukin-13 mediated immune responses. 
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